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Jl thoſe. $55 goo who are about to bang a 
l ta. be baptized,;; Son. 
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2 LY HE e ol 0 PI like- that of f 
AID Lord's Supper, was appointed by Jefus Chil 
* himſelf, and, no doubt, forthe wiſeſt purpoſes, | 

is a means whereby we may acquire nô fmall inſig 
into the nature of the whole Chriſtian Religio 


Unbappily, however, there is a remarkable dege . h 
Ok of carelefſineſs and ignorance about this fubzett pi, 
-_ . . Vailing among us, inſomuch, that if ſome pains aſÞve « 

not taken to repreſent this important matter arighlWe a 7 
to our countrymen in general, and to all parents Rid 
particular, we ſeem in danger of loſing all the b the 
nuefit whieh was intended to be conveyed to us rel 
fs this inſtitution of Chriſt. It. is true, the form Sor 
Baptiſtn is ſtill continued among us. - Parents ure 
- pear, almoſt with one conſent, to bring their chi it + 
_dren to. be baptized; but for what purpoſe do the a 
bring them? Is it becauſe they really with to pledghF the 
their children, and to pledge themſelves afreſh, Mey h 
"I fight under the banners of Chriſt?. Oh, no; ſtor 
* 


there are many who hardly once think of Chriſt | 
the matter. 1 appeal to the common obſervationd 
muy Readers, Whether the day of baptizing a chi 
is not by many parents made to be little elſe than 
day of extraordinary feaſting, a day of vanity al 
boſtentation, a day at leaſt of mere worldly oy, 
Which, when the-Clerzyman has done his Ace, 
2 vord is to be heard of that “ Kingdom of Heate 
- © whereof the child is now faid to be a - partaker, “ 
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hols holy idle AF the Ake je of, which” Hopf 
as "Ss bintec by Jeſus Chriſt ies 205 ne 
thers and godmothers alfo have learnt, "i 
po as parents, to be very inconſidet ate about this 
cred ordinance,” ' "They promiſe, indeed, in the 
ice of God and of the Church, to renounce,” 79 0 
the child's name, „this wicked world, with all 
e ſinful luſts of the fleſh,” and they alſo are un- 
rltood .expreſyly. to undertake that the child ſhall , 
e tavight Hot Je 4 the' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, 
1 the Ten ft ra but alſo all bther 2 
* which a Chriſtian ought to know and believe 
his foul's health;“ and yet the moſt of them 
de noToortr made this vow than they think they 
we done with it; they refleR not whether the parent 
a perſon: Who is likely to pay that attention to the 
hild's ſoul for which they have been engaging, nor 
d they ever afterwards heſtow a fingie thought wr 
religious etlucation themſelyves. 
Some there lure, indeed, who do not att quite o 
burdtytabout Baptiſm, nor think quite ſo lightly 
it as many others, and yet are far from turning 
to a truly religious uſe! they are aware, in part, 
the profanation of it which is ſo common but 
ey have not the courage to differ from the general 
atom. They date not refuſe, for inſtance, to'ftand - 
odfather or Godmother whenſoever ſome one ex- 
fts or requeſts it of them. It is a bad cuſtom, 
ey allow; but - fince it is à cuſtom they muſt 
imply with it. Ab, how little do they rele, 3s 
tin that very vow which in the child's name _ +» | 
ey are abdut to take, there 1s contained a pro- 
lle de to renounce the world;“ in which promiſe 
e Renunciation of it's ſinſul cuſtoms is no doubt 
puded; and 1 cherefore alk ſuch Werken W 
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Fiete of 3 . the " of 
chers and Godmothers, is not one oft oſe fa 
cuſtoms ., which the very en a: Baptiſm 
is hem. to/-renounce, +, i 
In ſhort, then it muſt be ebnoviedeed! that h. | 
tiſm is on. all -fides..negleQed> and profancd, 
bat it is become f nqw little” elſe than a convenig 
= ceremony, by- Mhich Pendl Now a name up 
heir children. 
But is this Ell that was weended by 17 l Gun 

2 needs no argument to prove, that it was ne 
meant by the Founder of; it to, ſerve merely a 
national ceremony by which, we.-were'to: regie 
ages, or to give names to our children. It cannd 
be, that a Sacrament ordained by him who die 
bor. us, enjoined upon his Diſeiples nearly in his lo 
words, and emphatically. urged upon us in thoſe re 
Þ rkable expreſſions, “ He. that believeth and | 
ptized ſhall. be ſayed, -A ſay; it cannot be tha 
4 e thus ſolemnjy⸗ appointed can deſen 
Et treated, ;Depend- upon it, it cannd 


ade, lighi of without: afroviing Him who | 
Cle x der. 4t cannot be wade light « 
ions mokin 8 15 of. Ohriſt; without makin 
of Hitnoc who, i the Hope of a man, 
1 Saygour of our ſouſfs. 

5 _ then Proceed reverrmly: 55 enquire \ wha 
is the true meaping and nature of :it, 1 
Andchęre I. would firſt remark, that long befor 

Baption yas; appontted there. pre vailedf among tt 
55 the ceremony of cireumciſong which had neat 
y the ſame; uſe and deſign. Abraham was the ſirſt pe 
n. on whom gircumeiſion was: en joined. Abrahat 
Mas called by, the Divine goodnels from a fa 
7 „e * 8 he was blefſcd al 


. = 


« 7 % > ” 
* * m 0 A — * 
9 by SY = 
i "_ 6 > 
3 1 7 7 
% = " 
- ha " ö - * 0 4 0 
* a : : - > * * # . "VT; * . ” — 
< © S » þ 
= - hy » 
1 0 - N ” "© 6 * * 
=» * 93 ; 9 — 
1 0 
— 1 Q . . * aw 
* * - 7 * , z — . * - hs 4 0 Ea, * 
7 1 . wv ” * * - \ 
7 5 N 4 , a : G - - * 
- < 
1 * 
1 bs - o 0 ” 1 a * * a 
* S 9 
ov 
* * - * 4 v 9 
= 9 7 \ 
- : 
- * * : 


— 


- * ” 
= , * = 2 — 
2 e >» J 
* P — * 9 6 
4 — K 
4 : N 
w ” l £ 0 ; Tt. x 


©, 
Ti 


jith ma f We RAR 170 4 . "A 
due e her of 1 Grows pri was Himfelf 
dopted into the family of God; in token ! 
ircumcifion Was e of him as 4 figu, the 


zot that the mere gn ceremony could brin 


| a 8 iF they did not alſo 4* keep the. Law 
And gain it is faid,” * for in Chrift Jeſus 


ircumciſton, but z new creature.” The being vi, 
ew creature” was therefore the great p Oifhit : 


ler to their being infroduced into the favor of God, 


of the. apoſtle, 


how hath he reconciled.” a da 

Having thus made it appear What 'clivinicilloy 
meant of old, let us next Thew from the fame 
word" of Goa” what Bap tif" fignifies now. 


ety born again he cannot fee t e 
e c e ai, ng What tg 
2 our” Sayiour' 615 98 e * e 


We P04 OE Ke a 


ame thing being required alſo: of his" chil rew the : 
[ews, who; became the 75 people of God? 


ny one intd God's 7 af for the apbtle tells the 
77 eircumciſon was made uncitcumci- 


5 r ie e Abnileth any thing nor 10 8 


ircumciſton ſeems to have been mene +6 1 
preſent. to men in thoſe carly ages, that new and 
ol fate inte which they, müßt be brou 125 in or- 


circutnciſfor reprefenting'on tlie other hand chat 4 
nful cohditien in whith we are Horn, and in which 
call naturally are, accotdizg to chat expreffiont 

e And you who' were dead in your 8 
fins, and in the unc encir cumethon of your. Meſh, Ver BA! 


When Nicodemus 8510 to eſus by right in or- 

der to enquire (as it ſeems) into the natüre of chat 

new Religion of which bo dad heard, Jeſus fays to 

lim, ( Verily, verily, 1 tay. unto by b b 3 
in 
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1 5 be found eaſy, eſpecially. if we take advanuy 
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| F = uſed in Baptiſm on account of it's cleanſing what 
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muſt be baptized and pürificd. We are naty 


„ And you,” ſays che apoſtle, „ hath he quick 
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Ls, Og. | l 545 #3 rn 8 b * 
man Re, 805 15 Hage 10 95 the Spirit he ca be 

uy the kingdom. of God.” What is it 40. be b A 
I "of Water and of the. Spirit ?. The. anſwer | I think 


the.1 in formation given us in other: parts of deny, 
ture, Water, ye there find, is the ſign ordered y 


ever is dirty or ric a the Holy Spirit howeyer i 
the thin fignifi ed hy the Water; for, as it is the by, 
| ſineſs 6 water to ae the defilement of the body 
To; 2 is the office © res Holy Spirit to cleanſe th 
wy . — ion of the heart gf man. The meaning 

5 3 5 ore, of our Saviour“ s ſpeech. to Nicodemuy 

ſeems ta be as 10 [5 lows, Except a man be renewed 
or born again, and not by the qutward Baptiſm « 
water only, but alſo by 2 effectual inward Bay. 
tiſm, or Purification, of 8 Holy Spirit“ "a 
man be“ thus, +, born,” both of Water and of the 
| Spun, he cannot ſee (that is, he cannot rightly un 


Cad.“ Blefſed,” lays our Savior, * are 
the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God.“ It i 
our hearts then, and not our hodies only, tha 


rally corrupt, indiſpoſed to ſerve God, and to 
obey his Will. and Commandments. 6 We are all," 
fays Scripture,, „gone out. of the way.” ..< Bes 
hold,” fays David,“ Jas born in fin and ſhapen 
in iniquity, and 1n fin did my mother conceive me. 


enced who were dead in treſpaſſes and. fins, herd 
in times paſt ye walked” accarding, to the Four 
of this world——and. were by nature the children of 
wrath even as others.” We are therefore exhorte 
* pot to * conformed * this 8 world, bu 
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; be canes the renewing of our 7 5 
nd the Scripture accordingly ſpeaks of true Chilli. 
ns as «being cleanſed by the waſhing of regeneration 
nd renewing of the Holy Ghoſt,” aud of their be- 
g 5 waſhed, and ee ante, and juſtified in the 
ame of the Tord Jeſus, whe by the Spirit of our 
zd.“ The neceſlity then of this death unto Sin. 
d new Birth unto Righteouſneſs is plain and evi- 
em; for how can an unholy creature obtain the 
wor of a holy God; and become fitted for a holy 
eaven, without undergoing this change; ſo juſt, 
rational is that lay ing of our Saviour, 0 Ye; 
uſt be born again,” 

There are many other paſſages of NY which 
qually ſhew that. to be a Chriſtian is to undergo, 
great change in the natural diſpoſition” of our 
nds, and alſo that Baptiſm is intended to ſet 
orth to us this change. “ As many of you,” 'fays, 
Paul, „ as have been baptized into Chriſt have 
ut on Chriſt;“ chat is, ye have put on the ſame 
iſpoſitions chat were in your Savior, ſuch as his hu- 
ility, meeknefs, love to God and man, devotion, 
2avenly mindedneſs; and again, for we are 
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hriſt was raiſed from the dead by the glory of the 1 
as, even ſo we alſo; ſhould walk in neun of 

"When Paul himſelf firſt became a Chriſtiang. 
Laing ſaid to him, Ariſe and be baptized, and 
aſh away thy" fins.” Ananias dots. not merely ſay 
Ariſe wa be baptized.” No, theſe words are 
roductory to the words that foltbow. And ſo is 
in our caſe-. «6 Waſh away thy fins,” is an ad- 
tion which ve alſo muſt make to our form of 
apüiſm. Nay, I will venture to remark, 1 that mr 
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ried by « Beptiſm' into His death, that, like * 
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- guilt ; juſt as in ihe caſe of any other promile, | 


p if he had neyer made any promiſe at all. 


tte part of Ced, conveyed over to us in Baptiſy 
but they are conveyed: over to us only on the ſup; 
+ poſition, that we alſo on our ſide repent earnellly 


- Tate,” or Barn again, and walk in neyneſs of liſs 
Ik all theſe things are left undone; and are forgat 
ten by us, our Baptiſm is then like an agreement 2 


j Mos _ to fulfil. ſomething that he promiſed in the very 
7 1 of the deed. The other party is therefore le 
Jooſe 


te gates of Heaven fly open to- him, his bean 
let not any one, I ſay, preſume to ſtake his (al 
this. A perſon is admitted, I grant, at the time ol 


ita the. viſible Church; ſor an qutward form ca 
chly admit into the outward church; and it is alk 


form now in uſe in che oburch of England) tha 


da {0 as ta axall himſelf. of the Chriſtian Þi 
- _.- vileges held out to bim | 
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' tiſm- without. this is not only uſeleſs, butt is eng 
. who promiſes but does not perform, not only male 
His promiſe void, but is even in a worſe caſe a 


--*» The. bleflings of the Goſpel,” it is true, are, q 


- of our fins, bave faith in Chriſt, become regene 


\ 7 


Pet unfulfilled. It is like a comraRt; or bargain, which 
tos been made hut which one of the parties has after; 
wards rendered void, through his having neglefted 


le of courſe. For let not the Reader ſuppoſ 
that there is any charm in Baptiſm, and that d 
the ſaying over of certain words by a regular prieſ 
being now renewed and made regenerate of cout 
; vation on the truth 0 : ſo abſurd E ſuppoſition | 
Baptiſm into the Church of Chriſt, but it is only 
in the way of charity ſuppoſed (according to 
'the baptiſed. perſon both does and will fulfil b 
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CREWE: 67-29 5 
1 this as bell ag very other e 
ror, and as the: [ews were continnally warmed -by-  . 1 
riſt and his apoſtles not to truſt in the form f 
ccumcifion; hut to remember the , 
let us take warning not 10 truſt in the form of 
zptiſm, hut to remember | what Baptiſm ſignifies; 

r he is nat a Jew,” ſays the apoſtle, (Who is 
e outwardly;“ and in like manner he is P 
hciſtian ho is one outwardly, 5 neither is Cir! 
mcifion” (nor Baptiſm neither) e that which is 
ward in the fleſh, but it is that of the heart ant 
the ſpirit, and not in the an e praiſe * . 
dt of man but of God.“ A ; ens, 
It is proper that ſom g mould . be added, 
ich{ncerning he particular expreffions-which our Sa- ³ 
Por uſed when he appbinted this ordinance of Bap- _ 
n. When be had now finiſned his work, hen 
had died for our fins on the Croſs, and had alſo 
ſen again, and was about to aſcend into Heaven, 
Go ye,“ (ſaid he to his diſciples) into all the 
0 —_ ang preach the Goſpel io every creature.“ 
iel Go ye, and haptize them in the namè of the Fa- 
np the Son, ahd the Hoy Grosr. r. 
In the ſame ſacrod names of the Father, rake 
d che Holy Ghoſt (or Spirit) all Chriſtians 
»w baptized; -| Let us therefore cloſe the. preſene Bo 
e oWbje&, by ende avouring to explain in an eafy and 
niliar manner, what it is that a true Chriſtian, Wo 
baptized, map be ſuppoſed to mean by' Art of 


n 


ae threeſtriking expreſſions. "i 
we Fo. be 12 258 into theſe thres mere names, 7 — — 
tage be conſidered then as ſaying, in the firſt place 225 


li ! believe in God, the Father Almighty, who oi: LID 
91 who now governs the world, and orders N 
gs by ws continual providence, [tis to: * * 4 


| (56.1). 4 | 
ee Cod of whom {ER Seriprures * 
dh © OO thoſe: falſe: Gods which vain men hi 
__  _  -magined to themſelves, Whether they be Gods 
vod and tone, or Gods whom their own reaſ 
Hhath ſet upan oppaſition tothe one true and only C 
__ of the Seriptures It is to ſay, ſecondly=4 belie 
a lſo iu Jeſus Chriſty who is the Son of God, a 
bo, ſor us men and ohr falvation came down fr, 
Heaven, Who was cfurificd, dead and buried, an 
_ "who on the third day roſe again from the dead an 
aſcended into Heaven. I renounce, therefore, th 
vain hope of being my own/Savior;-T own my gui 
and unworthineſs. I fruſt in the merits of my % 
Vior's death; and in his power, to fave that immoru 
coul which iI bave committed to him. It is to (4 
thirdly—I believe alſo in the Holy Ghoſt: I beliey 
in the miracles whichbe coke e in the days of th 
_ Apoſtles, hereby he teſtißed of Jeſus Chriſt. Ibe 
live in bim alſo as my SanRikier: I depend on hi 
help for that change in my corrupt nature of whic 
F foel the need, and while: I am ſtriving earneftl 
againſt my ſins, I implore the grace of this Hol 
Spirit, without Which I know that Lan do nothing 
It. is t ſay alſo, that I believe in him as my Cot 
fſuorier. I draw my beſt confolations not from th 
Vorld, nor from the ordinary ſatisfattions of th 
life, ſtilli leſs from che eee. of my pride 0 
olf my paſſions; but my higheſt comfort ſprings frot 
tchoſe Holy Dgftrines of the Goſpel which the D 
vine Spirit has, I truſt, impreſſed on my heart; an 
from that humble perſuaſion Which he bath give 
me, that, for the ſake of ſeſus Chriſt, God ev: 
now admits me into his favor, pod will hereaſu 
reseine me into his glorx. 
17 Aueh! is * true * of our being baptin 
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babe name of, 60 1155 n a Holy - 
hoſt,!. Jt is to renaunce © the Devil and all his 
orks, the pomps and vanities of this wieked world, , 
d all the ſinful laſts of the fleſh, o as no longer 
olle or be lach by them. It is to chuſe inſtead 
thtle, and ag it were in deflanee of them, and in 
rect oppoßtion to them, that Father, Son, and 
ly Spirit Fhich Haye been ſpoken of. It is to 


ute tojlive alf our days In ibis faich, perſevering 
it through all dhe changes and chances of hig 
ortal lite, in ſpite of all;the revqlutions which 


happen in the faith f gur on country or in 
at of lurtqunding nations, It is to determine is 
Id faſt this faith into whaaſagever-new place de go. 

d among hat ſoe ver company we may chance to 

en ell, amidſt the ſcoff of infidels, amidſt the gain- 
ing of: heretics, amidſt all the diſcouragemenis 

at may riſe up againſt it in the world, amidſt the 

il example of degenerate and corrupt Chriſtians, 

d amid ſt che united enmity and oppaluion of all 

cked men, And laſtly, 10 take on ourſelves the | 
1olfWiriſtian-name;in Baptiſm is to profeſs that in this 
inguh having lived, in this faithqwe truſt-wedball not 

zom afraid; to die, fince we are well perſuaded, that 

ui ſhall not be aſhamed, of ENG confeſſed. a. 


on the . er We * 3 $29 44 1 1 15 ; 7 
frot Rayne een nd ok Bapriſin in general T 738 
e DW mean to make the; follq wing e n 

* Wreſs: be Toſs Parents wha 27. how Fo 9 

_ Child to le baptized. 


A genere Aue dien migbt indeed be hed; 6 But 
WH bould infants be baptized. at all? Why ſhould, 
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